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WHAT IS THIS PROGRAM?
 Health Terminology Standards Certificate: 2 Streams

 Graduate – baccalaureate degree in health or IMIT
 Professional – HIM diploma, 2+years work experience

 1-year part-time with 4 courses done through weekly 
virtual classes + 2.5 day virtual workshop

 Graduates are eligible to apply for the Certified 
Terminology Standards Specialist (CTSS) credential* 

*CTSS is from Canadian College of Health Information Management/Canadian Association of Health Information Management 



WHAT IS THIS PROGRAM?
Sep-Dec
Winter Session 
(Fall Term)

Jan-Apr
Winter Session 
(Spring Term)

Apr-May
Summer Session 
(Summer Term)

Jun-Aug
Summer Session
(Summer Term)

HINF 535 
Health Information 
Standards

HINF 536
Controlled Terminology
Standards

HINF 537
Health Information 
Exchange Standards

HINF 597
Field Project in 
Health Informatics

Weekly online class
5–7pm PT

Weekly online class
5-7pm PT

2.5 day virtual workshop in 
May and Weekly online 
class 5-7 pm PT

Weekly online class
5-7pm PT and
One-on-one meetings

Accenture, CIHI RKL Subject matter experts

Admission requirement: HIM Diploma with 2+ years related work experience
Graduates are eligible to apply for CCHIM Credential as a Certified Terminology Standards Specialist (CTSS)

Ontario Health, Infoway, Accenture, CIHI



WHAT IS THIS PROGRAM?
source - https://cchim.ca/certification/ctss/

https://cchim.ca/certification/ctss/


Sample HINF 597 Field Projects

• Identify requirements for a specific terminology for use in a health organization
• Develop a business case for a specific terminology for a health organization
• Analyze local clinical terms coverage & usage in an eHealth system
• Analyze/evaluate CT governance options and develop recommendations 
• Analyze terminology specifications for a specific HIE standard being developed
• Develop specifications for a structured data entry/retrieval template 
• Map local drug terms to the Canadian Clinical Drug Database
• Create a specific SNOMED CT subset for a health organization
• Create a SNOMED CT education program for a health organization
• Create an implementation plan for a specific terminology in a health organization
• Develop an user engagement strategy for an organization to adopt HIE standard
• Develop an HIE maintenance plan for an organization with focus on terminologies 
• Evaluate quality and use of a specific SNOMED CT subset for a health region
• Evaluate impact of a specific terminology subset on quality of care

Need

Specification

DevelopmentDeployment

Maintenance

WHAT IS THIS PROGRAM?



HOW DOES IT HELP MY CAREER?
 Certified Terminology Standards Specialist*
 Standards, health info exchange & EHR projects
 Go-to person on terminology use in projects
 Examples of recent initiatives in Canada …

 Standards resources for COVID-19
 Patient Summary-CA Specifications
 Digital Health Info Exchange Regulation

*CTSS is a credential from College of Health Information Management (CCHIM)



HOW DOES IT HELP MY CAREER?



HOW DOES IT HELP MY CAREER?



HOW DOES IT HELP MY CAREER?



WHERE DO I GET MORE INFO
← URL link



WHERE DO I GET MORE INFO
Application deadline August 15, 2022 for September entry
Program stream overview, admission requirements

– How to apply, tuition fee
Contact 

– Application related: Susy Torres, hspradmin@uvic.ca

– Program related: Francis Lau, htscoord@uvic.ca

Continuing Studies website https://continuingstudies.uvic.ca/health-wellness-
and-safety/programs/health-terminology-standards

CCHIM website https://cchim.ca/certification/ctss/

mailto:hspradmin@uvic.ca
mailto:htscoord@uvic.ca
https://continuingstudies.uvic.ca/health-wellness-and-safety/programs/health-terminology-standards
https://cchim.ca/certification/ctss/


Slide deck and recording available on our school website
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